Readings for the Epiphany Procession, 2026

First Reading Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has
been written by the prophet:

'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel."

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring
me word so that | may also go and pay him homage." When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
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Second Reading : Matthew 3.13-end

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be
baptised by him. John would have prevented him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?”’
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper
for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased.”
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Main Gospel Reading John 2:1-11

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine."
And Jesus said to her, "Mother, what concern is that to you
and to me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to
the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus
said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them
up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did
not know where it came from (though the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have
become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now."
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
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