Readings and Prayers, for the Sunday next before Lent

Collect

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:

give us grace to perceive his glory,

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
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2 Kings 2:1-12

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven
by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent
me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and
as you yourself live, | will not leave you." So they went down
to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today
the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he
said, "Yes, | know; keep silent." Elijah said to him, "Elisha,
stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he said,
"As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave
you." So they came to Jericho.

The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD
will take your master away from you?" And he answered,
"Yes, | know; be silent." Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here;
for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you." So
the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took
his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water
was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of
them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah
said to Elisha, "Tell me what | may do for you, before | am
taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit." He responded, "You have asked a hard
thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it will
be granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces.

Ll 20 Clend 40 a8 5015 L 23 51a8 48 3 g0 oy o e
il 2 8" i gy cadie m oA dlals el ) el b 85

" e i Ay Casl 03 50 8 (e 43 23 51A (5 <Ol

laa 583 e dand 5 (Ol 4 5023 1 laa 4 1aly Gl s i)
iy 534S L) 5l oas R aw ) Jiicun 40 pa b "o el
Nghaa s yel 48 e WM i€ Al 4y corel (LT Jlid 45 X3 5
" 8 & s Y e 3 aad

M a3l Sl aila e (Gl 1l Gl g gl

23308 e 43 2508 s cOla b paa” 1 il 4 Wl e
e ) el 4 Sl

haa 55l e cand 55 Ol 4a 50235 2 glad 43" taly s Sl alill L
35 bl (sbauil o5 S Wl 50 o385 Loyl 4g o8 L Gy " sl
Daal 21 g3 e 2168 a8 (6 A WM i gy o) ) ol all
Madl Sl aila e e il 5) 18 80 S 1 Y g

Caal 03 ga 8 23 ghad | ) clay Loyl 5o 1wl 4y Ll oK

Al Gl s Gl Slads Jie il Ll M e g g0 03 )) 25 Sk
5258 aa b pu e sdai laa 55 ) (e cand 5 Gla 4y 521 ) 1A
3% 3 Ll o5 8 51 i alady aSilla )y caialivnl (3 255 JUS
Gl gy Ol sdmn 15 358 (glay Ll oGT aia S e Wil | )l
Ol by SE o) ) wdall gLl 5 a8 Chand grailiagy al o)
i€ il 4 Bl iy 03 25 g pmedl 4a BBy 203 S g
Mo aladl ol U Al sA e dn 550 s Clend 40 43T ) "
Moty e 1) 35A sy G l 53 13l ol e B

e s se Oland 43 (5 RISl g3 (5 ) 50 ' € L
iy geail e 3 €25 a0 gd a0l 54y il s 4aal o80T ¢
MAG ) A 0 gl Chlaiul A

sl e LR i S e Cumaa 5 0 j e a2 ab Ly 53 (o 4Ss
las ot 5115 50 0l 52k el cainiS e | O Gl (sl 4S Gl
) YU Gland 43 36 R 3 Ll 53 S

a5 adlae 55 ey sl Taon 61" 1238 s ) ol &)
A ) 80 il o ) g "lesa s )l

S ey 1) asa la il (s

O+ paly

Mélﬁﬁay‘ajbwllbdbewbwT .w\wpumuﬁ@@&uclbd)&aoji&ﬁ)wﬁal“;)@tlg‘ﬁbaw\
wl.mgT)M I a2 (2 Ol wdyd ) b Guuw 9SS (2 58l 9 olbas Dgd (2 plxl 3L,8 OF 53 &S Cawl (319)u3 @)45
O )i 98l OLSd 4 ki 5l 9 ¢ LS (2 (pled S 0 9 ¢ ) 9l 0)S tigald - il (38lie Widlawyy (2 ) 91 45 LS Sl (Fp S

A )Ly 9 - a8 Hdl g S s Cala) 4 el ool U3 Ol €)ud 1 Olineol (Sl (i dsewd bl (sl 03)S Cilis Hgbs

Psalm 50:1-6

The mighty one, God the LORD, speaks and summons the
earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. Out of Zion,
the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
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Our God comes and does not keep silence, before him is a
devouring fire, and a mighty tempest all around him.

He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he
may judge his people: "Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!" The heavens
declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge.
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2 Corinthians 4:3-6

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing. In their case the God of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God.

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake.
For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of
darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
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Mark 9:2-9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them
Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah." He did not know what to
say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!"
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one
with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of
Man had risen from the dead.
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Prayer after communion

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ:
may we who are partakers at his table

reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world may
know his power to change and save.

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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