Readings and Prayers for the Fourth Sunday before Lent

Collect

O God, you know us to be set

in the midst of so many and great dangers,
that by reason of the frailty of our nature
we cannot always stand upright:

grant to us such strength and protection
as may support us in all dangers

and carry us through all temptations;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)

In the year that King Uzziah died,

| saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty;

and the hem of his robe filled the temple.

Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew.

And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the
LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory."

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those
who called, and the house filled with smoke. And | said:
"Woe is me! I am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips,

and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal
that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.
The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that
this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and
your sin is blotted out." Then | heard the voice of the Lord
saying, "Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?"

And | said, "Here am I; send me!"
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Psalm 138

| give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before
the gods | sing your praise; | bow down toward your holy
temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast
love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your
name and your word above everything. On the day |
called, you answered me, you increased my strength of
soul. All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth. They shall
sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the
LORD. For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly;
but the haughty he perceives from far away. Though |
walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the
wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your
right hand delivers me. The LORD will fulfill his purpose for
me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not
forsake the work of your hands.
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1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now | would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good
news that | proclaimed to you, which you in turn received,
in which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that | proclaimed
to you--unless you have come to believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn
had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
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with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he
was raised on the third day in accordance with the
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve.

Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have died.

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to
me. For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.

But by the grace of God I am what | am, and his grace
toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked
harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the
grace of God that is with me.

Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you
have come to believe.

4 il ) (ga 4y OB 4S8 shailes |y Jial (Sl (0 Jiege (e
S (sladisi 3 ub s 4S | Ghllia () i a2 S 2ol Lad
e 935 ad L gl i) pal ol Ha ) asa ol o Slawd

el Goop B ) 50 R oxi)asm s 5 25 438X 8 5

2233 ) sl Guoha oo ) o A s 00 S o Ky slunil 4S ) shailes
A3 1 b 38 Jsmy 22053 OF 4y camy 5 2

a8 S all L gl i aailly 3 Gimas )y aa 5l (s
el Gugd 3l pudany g 2ilei ) st (LA ) (s b

A ) sl O suy edad 5 siny o 3l am

S a5 il G gmad e caBly )3 23 1) 5l 5 e et 1A
2l sl Ly iy ) (i

a8 e O D) O it JiSa o (Y gus ol ) e | i)
2B Jsmy 1 258 i o plas Ll s caiEla )5 s sl
03 5a 8 (ga 3 3 12k 4S Canl (Al Sl s 4a p 5SI L
OY sy b ) Ul (B e 053 «Cansl 03535 Aty 35 alal ()
Jad aSly a2 S e 1) la ISl aAS a2 g3 (e 4S dia ja €alodndS Chaa
2ee ES ) e 53 S SIS e S o,

Ol e Ol L aloandS Caaa il (40 4S 23S ad (B8 Jla a4
)5l Gl Ol 4 S el 5 e S adle) Ladiag ) Jaad) e 4S )

Luke 5:1-11

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of
Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear
the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets.

He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then
he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into
the deep water and let down your nets for a catch."
Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night long
but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down
the nets." When they had done this, they caught so many
fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they
signalled their partners in the other boat to come and help
them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they
began to sink.

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees,
saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!"
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the
catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with
Simon.

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on
you will be catching people."

When they had brought their boats to shore, they left
everything and followed him.
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Prayer after Communion

Go before us, Lord, in all we do

with your most gracious favour,

and guide us with your continual help,

that in all our works

begun, continued and ended in you,

we may glorify your holy name,

and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)

A reading from the prophecies of Isaiah

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.
Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their
feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of
his glory." The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And | said:
"Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a person of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD of hosts!" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair
of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your
sin is blotted out." Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?" And | said,

"Here am I; send me!"
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This is the word of the Lord



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth

Now | would remind you, brothers and sisters,

of the good news that | proclaimed to you,

which you in turn received, in which also you stand,
through which also you are being saved,

if you hold firmly to the message that | proclaimed to you—
unless you have come to believe in vain.

For | handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn had received:

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,

and that he was buried,

and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures,

and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have died.

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,

because | persecuted the church of God.

But by the grace of God | am what | am,

and his grace toward me has not been in vain.

On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them—

though it was not |, but the grace of God that is with me.

Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

This is the word of the Lord



