Readings and Prayers Advent 3 Year A

Collect

O Lord Jesus Christ,

who at your first coming sent your messenger

to prepare your way before you:

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient

to the wisdom of the just,

that at your second coming to judge the world

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
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Isaiah 35: 1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty
of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come
and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand
shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the
grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no
traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

d-Y 1Yo sl

Ak aala K ) ) maa el aal 53 aa 540 Gl

csled S 2iile Leilln Calu aal g n ) s aed 3lS 535 e
Je S 5Leallla (5200 ol e 5 23 dial & a3 5 e (L
sosSEaighia an Kol jalala o9l sla ) Jien
A Al A ) O e 5 Sala sl gl 1) 2548 ()

A LS Gl L Gesle 52 mda a3 5

528l "t K 5 e il g i i a8 ST 4

1y Ll 5 3,80 Al (liliady 5 al e Lad (51038 1y ) g yis
"l Glillee ] (5 s 4

5l ) O S sl 8 5L 1) 01 sS (sleada a5l B
JGIEUIVLY | YN

g el g a5 Y sa Sl A g Caa sal aule K4l
A da) A s ola L el dd jaa 3 g ladeda (ks 2

ia) 3 Jaar dadia 40 4050 5 SIS (e ) 5 S iy ) o) sl
sl sle )il i e o o ledlad aS el an R
JEVRTY TR

" s ol LI 1 () 5 a8 A )y Ol s e 2

Ll 3 28 i jse O ) ISy Gt gt 5 e 28l A
aa Kanla o o 5048 JlaS 550 )6 Ladol pad 2iglas
A aial sai o) 8 il dals

35as 5 A b 43 53 Sl sa (e gl adel ) o LS 50
oS il sd i ol o &L cilas chdly aal &

(gl (ald L ol 533 5 coa S LS 5 2 glad 4S8 LS
Ll dinan ()0 Ul ealls 5 ae el ia) g il gl as ol o )
Aol d s g eli ]y aa sla il A

Luke 1:46b-55

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the
lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has
done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy
is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the
lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent
the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, according to the promise he made to our
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever."
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James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and
the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do
not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
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Matthew 11:2-11

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing,
he sent word by his disciples and said to him, "Are you
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?"
Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the poor have good news brought to them. And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me."

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
about John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you,
and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it
is written, 'See, | am sending my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way before you.'

Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

VY )Y e g

Dhiie Al 55 b S 350 5e e glad S (o B
"arily ) Gl

5 andl 5 Kb mn 35" 13 5e 8 OLE Qa3 (o
4SS Gl ol () el

lad W alda i g e ol LacKal e s e Ly (ulinls 43 S
Al |3 5 20 05 e 03y Wod ye caid K e | i W) 533l iy e
D

" CSE (a4 4S (S i A K0 5l 40 G

G (s 03 30 Ly (g sl )3 oae () (my o SLS
AS (00 0 48 ) 430 9y Ol 4o GRIN2 (6 a8 3 e O 1350 8
6l Ui o laS ccale ea i a g 53 30 Ll o
25l

Crail R (sl 48 (LS fuaitil R (slenld b 20 (526 U
Ol poas s.\.'x.'\SGA é.ﬂ.\) W pad ja m}gq‘\

O eanr 48 a8 e L 4y o S 1y (5 el 3 5 48, U
el 85 5 el S

e ruba i e Bl L0 land QIS a8l oS laa )
Ak Sl el ) U i aee 8 ) G 1) 268 e

L ¢l 03 905 (amg 31 58 ) 50 (S Jladl Glea 2 2l (iadad”
Sl 385 ) 5 1ad @ Sle 5o adld G 3iSa S ool asa

Prayer after communion

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit

that when your Christ comes again

we may shine as lights before his face;

who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
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First Reading: Isaiah 35: 1-10
A reading from the prophecies of Isaiah

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.'
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;

the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way;

the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people;

no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.

No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up onit;

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the word of the Lord

Second Reading James 5:7-10

A reading from the letter of James

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth,
being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged.
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.
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This is the word of the Lord



