Readings and Prayers: The Feast of the Epiphany
The Collect for the Epiphany

O God, who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

،ﺧداوﻧدا
ﮐﺳﯽ ﮐﮫ ﺑﺎ ﺳﺗﺎره ای راھﻧﻣﺎ
:ﯾﮕﺎﻧﮫ ﻓرزﻧدت را ﺑﮫ ﻣردم زﻣﯾن آﺷﮑﺎر ﺳﺎﺧﺗﯽ
 او را ﺑﮫ ﻣﺎ ﻋطﺎ ﻓرﻣﺎ،از در رﺣﻣت
،ﮐﺳﯽ ﮐﮫ ﺑﮫ واﺳطﮫ اﯾﻣﺎن ﺗو رو ﻣﯽ ﺷﻧﺎﺳد
ﺳراﻧﺟﺎم ﺟﻼﻟت را رو در رو ﺧواھد دﯾد؛
،ﺑواﺳطﮫ ﻓرزﻧدت و ﺧداوﻧد ﻣﺎ ﻋﯾﺳﯽ ﻣﺳﯾﺢ
،ﮐﺳﯽ ﮐﮫ زﻧده اﺳت و ﺑﺎ ﺗو ﺣﮑوﻣت ﻣﯽ ﮐﻧد
،در وﺣدت روح اﻟﻘدس
. ﺗﺎ اﺑداﻻﺑﺎد،ﺧداﯾﯽ ﯾﮑﺗﺎ

Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your
sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall
be carried on their nurses' arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill
and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to
you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the LORD.

 زﯾﺮا ﺟﻼل ﺧﺪاوﻧﺪ،ای اورﺷﻠﯿﻢ ﺑﺮﺧﯿﺰ و ﺑﮕﺬار ﻧﻮر ﺗﻮ ﺑﺪرﺧﺸﺪ
!ﺑﺮ ﺗﻮ ﺗﺎﺑﺎن اﺳﺖ
 اﻣﺎ ﻧﻮر ﺟﻼل،ﺗﻤﺎم ﻗﻮﻣﮭﺎی ﺟﮭﺎن در ﺗﺎرﯾﻜﯽ ﻓﺮو ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ رﻓﺖ
،ﺧﺪاوﻧﺪ ﺑﺮ ﺗﻮ ﺧﻮاھﺪ ﺗﺎﺑﯿﺪ
و ﭘﺎدﺷﺎھﺎن و ﻗﻮﻣﮭﺎ ﺑﺴﻮی ﺗﻮ ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ آﻣﺪ ﺗﺎ ﻧﻮر ﺟﻼل ﺧﺪاوﻧﺪ را
.ﻛﮫ ﺑﺮ ﺗﻮ ﺗﺎﺑﺎن اﺳﺖ ﻣﺸﺎھﺪه ﻛﻨﻨﺪ
ﺑﮫ اطﺮاف ﺧﻮد ﻧﮕﺎه ﻛﻦ و ﺑﺒﯿﻦ ﭼﮕﻮﻧﮫ ﻗﻮم ﺗﻮ ﺟﻤﻊ ﺷﺪه ﺑﺴﻮی
 از راه، اﯾﺸﺎن ﭘﺴﺮان و دﺧﺘﺮاﻧﺖ را در آﻏﻮش ﮔﺮﻓﺘﮫ.ﺗﻮ ﻣﯽآﯾﻨﺪ
.دور ﺑﮫ وطﻦ ﺑﺎز ﻣﯽﮔﺮدﻧﺪ
ﺗﻮ اﯾﻦ را ﺑﮫ ﭼﺸﻢ ﺧﻮاھﯽ دﯾﺪ و ﺷﺎد ﺧﻮاھﯽ ﺷﺪ و از ﺷﺪت
 ﮔﻨﺠﮭﺎی ﺟﮭﺎن از راه درﯾﺎ ﺑﺴﻮی ﺗﻮ ﺧﻮاھﺪ.ھﯿﺠﺎن ﺧﻮاھﯽ ﻟﺮزﯾﺪ
.آﻣﺪ و ﺛﺮوت ﻗﻮﻣﮭﺎ ﻧﺰد ﺗﻮ ﺟﻤﻊ ﺧﻮاھﺪ ﺷﺪ
ﻛﺎرواﻧﮭﺎی ﺷﺘﺮ از "ﻣﺪﯾﺎن" و "ﻋﯿﻔﮫ" و "ﺷﺒﻊ" ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ آﻣﺪ و ﺑﺎ
 ﻣﺮدم ﺧﺪاوﻧﺪ را ﺳﺘﺎﯾﺶ ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ.ﺧﻮد طﻼ و ﺑﺨﻮر ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ آورد
.ﻛﺮد و ﻛﺎرھﺎی او را ﺑﺸﺎرت ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ داد

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him
tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him
service. For he delivers the needy when they call, the
poor and those who have no helper. He has pity on the
weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and
precious is their blood in his sight.

ﭘﺎدﺷﺎھﺎن ﺟﺰاﯾﺮ ﻣﺪﯾﺘﺮاﻧﮫ و ﺳﺮزﻣﯿﻦ ﺗﺮﺷﯿﺶ و ﻧﯿﺰ اھﺎﻟﯽ ﺷﺒﺎ و
 او را ﺗﻌﻈﯿﻢ، ھﻤﮫء ﭘﺎدﺷﺎھﺎن.ﺳﺒﺎ ﺑﺮاﯾﺶ ھﺪاﯾﺎ ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ آورد
.ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ ﻛﺮد و ﺗﻤﺎم ﻗﻮﻣﮭﺎ ﺧﺪﻣﺘﮕﺰار او ﺧﻮاھﻨﺪ ﺑﻮد
 او را ﺧﻮاھﺪ،وﻗﺘﯽ ﺷﺨﺺ ﻓﻘﯿﺮ و درﻣﺎﻧﺪه از او ﻛﻤﮏ ﺑﺨﻮاھﺪ
 ﺑﺮ اﻓﺮاد ﺿﻌﯿﻒ و ﻧﯿﺎزﻣﻨﺪ رﺣﻢ ﺧﻮاھﺪ ﻛﺮد و اﯾﺸﺎن را.رھﺎﻧﯿﺪ
 زﯾﺮا ﺟﺎن، آﻧﮭﺎ را از ظﻠﻢ و ﺳﺘﻢ ﺧﻮاھﺪ رھﺎﻧﯿﺪ.ﻧﺠﺎت ﺧﻮاھﺪ داد
.آﻧﮭﺎ ﺑﺮای او ﺑﺎ ارزش اﺳﺖ

Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God's grace that was
given me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former
generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body,
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant according
to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the
working of his power.

 ﺑﺨﺎطﺮ ﺷﻤﺎ ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن در زﻧﺪان ﺑﺴﺮ، ﺧﺪﻣﺘﮕﺰار ﻣﺴﯿﺢ،ﻣﻦ ﭘﻮﻟﺲ
 زﯾﺮا اﻋﻼم ﻣﯽﻛﺮدم ﻛﮫ ﺷﻤﺎ ﻧﯿﺰ ﺑﺨﺸﯽ از ﺧﺎﻧﮫء ﺧﺪا،ﻣﯽﺑﺮم
 ھﻤﺎﻧﻄﻮر ﻛﮫ ﻗﺒﻼً در ﯾﻜﯽ از ﻧﺎﻣﮫھﺎﯾﻢ ﺑﻄﻮر ﻣﺨﺘﺼﺮ اﺷﺎره.ﻣﯽﺑﺎﺷﯿﺪ
 ﺑﯽﺷﮏ ﻣﯽداﻧﯿﺪ ﻛﮫ ﺧﺪا اﯾﻦ ﺧﺪﻣﺖ ﺧﺎص را ﺑﮫ ﻣﻦ ﻣﺤﻮل،ﻛﺮدهام
 ﺧﺪا.ﻛﺮده ﺗﺎ ﻓﯿﺾ و ﻟﻄﻒ او را ﺑﮫ ﺷﻤﺎ ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن اﻋﻼم ﻧﻤﺎﯾﻢ
ﺧﻮدش اﯾﻦ راز را ﺑﺮ ﻣﻦ آﺷﻜﺎر ﺳﺎﺧﺘﮫ و ﺑﮫ ﻣﻦ ﻓﺮﻣﻮده ﻛﮫ ﻟﻄﻒ و
 اﯾﻦ را ﻣﯽﻧﻮﯾﺴﻢ.ﻣﮭﺮﺑﺎﻧﯽاش ﺷﺎﻣﻞ ﺣﺎل ﺷﻤﺎ ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن ﻧﯿﺰ ﻣﯽﮔﺮدد
 در زﻣﺎﻧﮭﺎی.ﺗﺎ ﺗﻮﺿﯿﺢ دھﻢ ﻛﮫ اﯾﻦ راز ﭼﮕﻮﻧﮫ ﺑﺮ ﻣﻦ آﺷﻜﺎر ﺷﺪ
 اﻣﺎ اﻛﻨﻮن آن،ﮔﺬﺷﺘﮫ ﺧﺪا اﯾﻦ راز را ﺑﺎ ﻗﻮم ﺧﻮد در ﻣﯿﺎن ﻧﮕﺬاﺷﺘﮫ ﺑﻮد
را ﺑﻮﺳﯿﻠﮫء روح ﺧﻮد ﺑﺮ رﺳﻮﻻن ﻣﻘﺪس و اﻧﺒﯿﺎء ﺧﻮد ﻣﻜﺸﻮف ﺳﺎﺧﺘﮫ
.اﺳﺖ
آن راز اﯾﻨﺴﺖ ﻛﮫ ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن ﻧﯿﺰ ﻣﺎﻧﻨﺪ ﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن در ارث ﻋﻈﯿﻤﯽ ﻛﮫ
 ﺷﺮﯾﻜﻨﺪ؛ و ھﺮ دو دﻋﻮت ﺷﺪهاﻧﺪ ﺗﺎ ﺟﺰو،ﻣﺘﻌﻠﻖ ﺑﮫ ﻓﺮزﻧﺪان ﺧﺪاﺳﺖ
 ھﺮ دو ﺑﺎ اﯾﻤﺎن آوردن ﺑﮫ ﻣﺴﯿﺢ و ﺑﮫ ﭘﯿﻐﺎم.ﺑﺪن ﻣﺴﯿﺢ ﯾﻌﻨﯽ ﻛﻠﯿﺴﺎ ﺑﺎﺷﻨﺪ
. وﻋﺪهھﺎی ﺧﺪا ﻣﺒﻨﯽ ﺑﺮ ﺑﺮﻛﺎت ﻋﺎﻟﯽ را درﯾﺎﻓﺖ ﻣﯽﻧﻤﺎﯾﻨﺪ،اﻧﺠﯿﻞ
ﺧﺪا اﯾﻦ ﻓﯿﺾ را ﺑﮫ ﻣﻦ داده اﺳﺖ ﺗﺎ ھﻤﮫ را از اﯾﻦ ﻧﻘﺸﮫ آﮔﺎه ﺳﺎزم و ﺑﺮای
. ﻗﺪرت و ﺗﻮاﻧﺎﯾﯽ ﻻزم را ﻧﯿﺰ ﻋﻄﺎ ﻛﺮده اﺳﺖ، ﻣﻦ اﻧﺠﺎم اﯾﻦ رﺳﺎﻟﺖ،ﺑﻠﯽ
ﻛﮫ ھﯿﭻ ﻟﯿﺎﻗﺘﯽ ﻧﺪاﺷﺘﻢ و از ھﻤﮫ ﻣﺴﯿﺤﯿﺎن ﻛﻮﭼﻜﺘﺮ

ھﺴﺘﻢ ،اﻧﺘﺨﺎب ﺷﺪم ﺗﺎ ﺑﮫ ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن اﯾﻦ ﭘﯿﻐﺎم را ﺑﺮﺳﺎﻧﻢ ﻛﮫ در ﻣﺴﯿﺢ،
ﮔﻨﺞ ﻋﻈﯿﻤﯽ از اﻟﻄﺎف اﻟﮭﯽ ﻧﺼﯿﺒﺸﺎن ﺧﻮاھﺪ ﺷﺪ ،و ﺑﺮای ھﻤﮫ روﺷﻦ
ﺳﺎزم ﻛﮫ ﺧﺪا ﻧﺠﺎت دھﻨﺪهء ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮدﯾﺎن ﻧﯿﺰ ﻣﯽﺑﺎﺷﺪ .اﻣﺎ ﺧﺪا ﻛﮫ
آﻓﺮﯾﻨﻨﺪهء ھﻤﮫ ﭼﯿﺰ اﺳﺖ ،اﯾﻦ ﻧﻘﺸﮫ را در ﻗﺮون و اﻋﺼﺎر ﮔﺬﺷﺘﮫ
ﺑﺮھﯿﭽﻜﺲ آﺷﻜﺎر ﻧﺴﺎﺧﺘﮫ ﺑﻮد .ﺑﮫ ﭼﮫ ﻋﻠﺖ؟ ﺑﮫ اﯾﻦ ﻋﻠﺖ ﻛﮫ وﻗﺘﯽ ھﻤﮫء
ﻓﺮزﻧﺪان ﺧﺪا ،ﭼﮫ ﯾﮭﻮد و ﭼﮫ ﻏﯿﺮﯾﮭﻮد ،ﺑﺎ ﯾﻜﺪﯾﮕﺮ در ﻛﻠﯿﺴﺎ ﻣﺘﺤﺪ
ﮔﺮدﻧﺪ ،ﺗﻤﺎم ﻓﺮﻣﺎﻧﺮواﯾﺎن و ﻗﺪرﺗﮭﺎی ﺣﺎﻛﻢ در آﺳﻤﺎن ،ﺑﮫ ﻛﻤﺎل و ﻋﻤﻖ
ﺣﻜﻤﺖ او ﭘﯽ ﺑﺒﺮﻧﺪ؛ و اﯾﻦ درﺳﺖ ھﻤﺎن ﻧﻘﺸﮫای اﺳﺖ ﻛﮫ ﺧﺪا از اﺑﺘﺪا
در ﻧﻈﺮ داﺷﺖ ﺗﺎ ﺑﻮﺳﯿﻠﮫء ﻋﯿﺴﯽ ﻣﺴﯿﺢ ﻋﻤﻠﯽ ﺳﺎزد .اﻛﻨﻮن ﻣﯽﺗﻮاﻧﯿﻢ
ﺑﺪون ﺗﺮس و واھﻤﮫ ﺑﮫ ﺣﻀﻮر ﺧﺪا ﺑﯿﺎﯾﯿﻢ و اطﻤﯿﻨﺎن داﺷﺘﮫ ﺑﺎﺷﯿﻢ ﻛﮫ
ﭼﻮن ﻣﺴﯿﺢ ھﻤﺮاه ﻣﺎﺳﺖ و ﻧﯿﺰ ﺑﺴﺒﺐ اﯾﻤﺎن ﺑﮫ او ،ﺧﺪا ﻣﺎ را ﺑﺎ آﻏﻮش
ﺑﺎز ﻣﯽﭘﺬﯾﺮد.

ﻋﯿﺴﯽ در زﻣﺎن ﺳﻠﻄﻨﺖ "ھﯿﺮودﯾﺲ" ،در ﺷﮭﺮ "ﺑﯿﺖ ﻟﺤﻢ"
ﯾﮭﻮدﯾﮫ ﺑﺪﻧﯿﺎ آﻣﺪ .در آن ھﻨﮕﺎم ﭼﻨﺪ ﻣﺠﻮِس ﺳﺘﺎرهﺷﻨﺎس از ﻣﺸﺮق
زﻣﯿﻦ ﺑﮫ اورﺷﻠﯿﻢ آﻣﺪه ،ﭘﺮﺳﯿﺪﻧﺪ" :ﻛﺠﺎﺳﺖ آن ﻛﻮدﻛﯽ ﻛﮫ ﺑﺎﯾﺪ
ﭘﺎدﺷﺎه ﯾﮭﻮد ﮔﺮدد؟ ﻣﺎ ﺳﺘﺎرهء او را در ﺳﺮزﻣﯿﻨﮭﺎی دوردﺳﺖ
ﺷﺮق دﯾﺪهاﯾﻢ و آﻣﺪهاﯾﻢ ﺗﺎ او را ﺑﭙﺮﺳﺘﯿﻢ ".وﻗﺘﯽ اﯾﻦ ﻣﻄﻠﺐ ﺑﮫ
ﮔﻮش ھﯿﺮودﯾﺲ ﭘﺎدﺷﺎه رﺳﯿﺪ ،ﺳﺨﺖ ﭘﺮﯾﺸﺎن ﺷﺪ .ﺗﻤﺎم ﻣﺮدم
اورﺷﻠﯿﻢ ﻧﯿﺰ از ﻣﺎﺟﺮا آﮔﺎھﯽ ﯾﺎﻓﺘﻨﺪ .او ﺗﻤﺎم ﻋﻠﻤﺎی ﻣﺬھﺒﯽ ﻗﻮم
ﯾﮭﻮد را ﻓﺮاﺧﻮاﻧﺪ و از اﯾﺸﺎن ﭘﺮﺳﯿﺪ" :طﺒﻖ ﭘﯿﺸﮕﻮﯾﯽ ﭘﯿﺎﻣﺒﺮان،
ﻣﺴﯿﺢ در ﻛﺠﺎ ﺑﺎﯾﺪ ﺑﺪﻧﯿﺎ آﯾﺪ؟" اﯾﺸﺎن ﭘﺎﺳﺦ دادﻧﺪ" :ﺑﺎﯾﺪ در
ﺑﯿﺖﻟﺤﻢ ﻣﺘﻮﻟﺪ ﺷﻮد زﯾﺮا ﻣﯿﻜﺎی ﻧﺒﯽ ﭼﻨﯿﻦ ﭘﯿﺸﮕﻮﯾﯽ ﻛﺮده اﺳﺖ:
ای ﺑﯿﺖﻟﺤﻢ ،ای ﺷﮭﺮ ﻛﻮﭼﮏ ،ﺗﻮ در ﯾﮭﻮدﯾﮫ ،دھﻜﺪهای ﺑﯽارزش
ﻧﯿﺴﺘﯽ ،زﯾﺮا از ﺗﻮ ﭘﯿﺸﻮاﯾﯽ ظﮭﻮر ﺧﻮاھﺪ ﻛﺮد ﻛﮫ ﻗﻮم
ﺑﻨﯽاﺳﺮاﺋﯿﻞ را رھﺒﺮی ﺧﻮاھﺪ ﻧﻤﻮد".
آﻧﮕﺎه ھﯿﺮودﯾﺲ ﭘﯿﺎم ﻣﺤﺮﻣﺎﻧﮫای ﺑﺮای ﻣﺠﻮﺳﯿﺎن ﺳﺘﺎرهﺷﻨﺎس
ﻓﺮﺳﺘﺎد و از اﯾﺸﺎن ﺧﻮاﺳﺖ ﺗﺎ ﺑﮫ ﻣﻼﻗﺎت او ﺑﯿﺎﯾﻨﺪ و ﺑﮫ او اطﻼع
دھﻨﺪ ﻛﮫ اوﻟﯿﻦ ﺑﺎر ﺳﺘﺎره را در ﭼﮫ زﻣﺎﻧﯽ دﯾﺪهاﻧﺪ.
ﭘﺲ ﺑﮫ اﯾﺸﺎن ﮔﻔﺖ" :ﺑﮫ ﺑﯿﺖﻟﺤﻢ ﺑﺮوﯾﺪ و ﺑﮫ دﻗﺖ ﺑﮫ ﺟﺴﺘﺠﻮی آن
طﻔﻞ ﺑﭙﺮدازﯾﺪ .آﻧﮕﺎه ﻧﺰد ﻣﻦ ﺑﺎزﮔﺸﺘﮫ ،ﺑﮫ ﻣﻦ ﺧﺒﺮ دھﯿﺪ ﺗﺎ ﻣﻦ ﻧﯿﺰ
ﺑﺮوم و او را ﺑﭙﺮﺳﺘﻢ".
ﭘﺲ از اﯾﻦ ﮔﻔﺖ و ﮔﻮ ،ﺳﺘﺎرهﺷﻨﺎﺳﺎن ﺑﮫ راه ﺧﻮد اداﻣﮫ دادﻧﺪ.
ﻧﺎﮔﮭﺎن ﺳﺘﺎره را دﯾﺪﻧﺪ ﻛﮫ در ﭘﯿﺸﺎﭘﯿﺶ آﻧﺎن ﺣﺮﻛﺖ ﻣﯽﻛﻨﺪ ،ﺗﺎ ﺑﮫ
ﺑﯿﺖﻟﺤﻢ رﺳﯿﺪه ،ﺑﺎﻻی ﺟﺎﯾﯽ ﻛﮫ ﻛﻮدک در آﻧﺠﺎ ﺑﻮد اﯾﺴﺘﺎد.
ﺳﺘﺎرهﺷﻨﺎﺳﺎن از ﺷﺎدی در ﭘﻮﺳﺖ ﻧﻤﯽﮔﻨﺠﯿﺪﻧﺪ.
وﻗﺘﯽ وارد ﺧﺎﻧﮫای ﺷﺪﻧﺪ ﻛﮫ ﻛﻮدک و ﻣﺎدرش ﻣﺮﯾﻢ در آن ﺑﻮدﻧﺪ،
ﭘﯿﺸﺎﻧﯽ ﺑﺮ ﺧﺎک ﻧﮭﺎده ،ﻛﻮدک را ﭘﺮﺳﺘﺶ ﻛﺮدﻧﺪ .ﺳﭙﺲ ھﺪاﯾﺎی
ﺧﻮد را ﮔﺸﻮدﻧﺪ و طﻼ و ﻋﻄﺮ و ﻣﻮاد ﺧﻮﺷﺒﻮ ﺑﮫ او ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ ﻛﺮدﻧﺪ.
اﻣﺎ در راه ﺑﺎزﮔﺸﺖ ﺑﮫ وطﻦ ،از راه اورﺷﻠﯿﻢ ﻣﺮاﺟﻌﺖ ﻧﻜﺮدﻧﺪ ﺗﺎ
ﺑﮫ ھﯿﺮودﯾﺲ ﮔﺰارش ﺑﺪھﻨﺪ ،زﯾﺮا ﺧﺪاوﻧﺪ در ﺧﻮاب ﺑﮫ آﻧﮭﺎ
ﻓﺮﻣﻮده ﺑﻮد ﻛﮫ از راه دﯾﮕﺮی ﺑﮫ وطﻦ ﺑﺎز ﮔﺮدﻧﺪ.

Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom
we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
"'shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
;homage." When they had heard the king, they set out
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped,
they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
Prayer after Communion

ﺧداوﻧدا،
ﻣﻠﺗﮭﺎ در ﺟﺳﺗﺟوی ﺷﮑوه و ﺟﻼل ﻓروزاﻧت ھﺳﺗﻧد:
ﻣﺎ ﻧﯾز ﮐﮫ ﺑﮫ ﺳﺎن ﻣﻐﺎن ﭘﺎرﺳﯽ ﻣﺟذوب ﻧورت ﺷده اﯾم
ﺑﺗواﻧﯾم ﺟﻼل ﺣﺿورت را در ﻓرزﻧدت درک ﮐﻧﯾم،
ﺧداوﻧد ﻣﺎ ﻋﯾﺳﯽ ﻣﺳﯾﺢ ،ﮐﻠﻣﮫ ای ﮐﮫ ﺟﺳم ﮔردﯾد.

Lord God,
the bright splendour whom the nations seek:
may we who with the magi
have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

