Readings and Prayers All Souls Day

Collect

Everlasting God, our maker and redeemer,
grant us, with all the faithful departed,

the sure benefits of your Son’s saving passion
and glorious resurrection,

that, in the last day,

when you gather up all things in Christ,

we may with them enjoy the fullness of your promises;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
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Lamentations 3: 17-26, 31-33

My soul is bereft of peace; | have forgotten what
happiness is; so | say, ‘Gone is my glory, and all that |
had hoped for from the Lord.” The thought of my
affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall!
My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down
within me.

But this I call to mind, and therefore | have hope:

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his
mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my
portion,” says my soul, ‘therefore | will hope in him.’
The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul
that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord. For the Lord will not
reject for ever. Although he causes grief, he will have
compassion according to the abundance of his
steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve
the souls of his human children.
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Psalm 23
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Romans 5.1-11

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God.

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.
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For while we were still weak, at the right time, Christ
died for the ungodly.

Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might
actually dare to die.

But God proves his love for us in that while we still
were sinners Christ died for us.

Much more surely then, now that we have been
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him
from the wrath of God.

For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely,
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.
But more than that, we even boast in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
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John 5.19-25

Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, the Son can do
nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father
doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does
likewise.

The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he
himself is doing; and he will show him greater works
than these, so that you will be astonished. Indeed, just
as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so
also the Son gives life to whomsoever he wishes.

The Father judges no one but has given all judgement
to the Son, so that all may honour the Son just as they
honour the Father. Anyone who does not honour the
Son does not honour the Father who sent him.

Very truly, | tell you, anyone who hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not
come under judgement, but has passed from death to
life. ‘Very truly, | tell you, the hour is coming, and is
now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son
of God, and those who hear will live.
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Prayer after Communion

God of love,

may the death and resurrection of Christ

which we have celebrated in this Eucharist

bring us, with all the departed,

into the peace of your eternal home.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,

our rock and our salvation,

to whom be glory for time and for eternity. Amen
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