Holy Innocents Fallowfield

Sunday 11%" January 2026
The Three Revelations
A Festival Eucharist for Epiphany

Welcome to Holy Innocents at the beginning of the season of Epiphany. The Eucharist today begins
with three ‘processions’ each celebrating one of the three revelations of Christ to the world: the
coming of the Magi, the Baptism in the river Jordan and the wedding at Cana in Galilee. Please be
as still and quiet as possible as we prepare to celebrate our Eucharist for the Epiphany of the Lord.
The president today is the Revd Canon Michael Ainsworth, assisted by the Revd Bill Raines and the
Revd Richard Young. When the bell rings, please stand to sing:

Christ is our light! The bright and morning star A
covering with radiance all from near and far. >

Christ be our light, shine on, shine on we pray 2N
into our hearts, into our world today. \

Christ is our love! Baptised that we may know
the love of God among us, swooping low.
Christ be our love, bring us to turn our face
and see in you the light of heaven’s embrace.

Christ is our joy! Transforming wedding guest!
Through water turned to wine the feast was blessed.
Christ be our joy; your glory let us see, as your disciples did in Galilee.

The president introduces the service:
From the Christ who is Emmanuel, God with us, grace, light and peace be with you
And also with you.

Three wonders mark this holy day,

as the Church rejoices in the revealing of her incarnate Lord.
Today a star leads the wise men to the Christ child.

Alleluia!

Today Jesus is revealed as the Christ in the waters of baptism.
Alleluia!

Today water is made wine at the wedding feast.

Alleluia! Praise to you, O Christ!

Today we celebrate the three great mysteries of the Epiphany:
- the revelation of the child Jesus to the Magi from the East,
- the baptism of the Lord by John in the Jordan River,
- and the turning of water into wine in the first miracle that Christ wrought, in
Cana of Galilee.




In scripture, symbol and song, we enter these mysteries with prayerful hearts
that we also may see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Through him, the Word made flesh, we make our prayer to the Father.

Let us pray that we may see the radiance of Christ made manifest among us.

Silent prayer:

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image,

and yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit for a time of silent reflection. Then a cantor leads the following verse:
“Lo, sages from the East are gone to where the star hath newly shone:
led on by light to Light they press, and by their gifts their God confess.”

The Revelation of the King of the World to the Magi

The first procession assembles under the gallery. Please stand and turn to face the back of church.
Arise, shine; for your light has come

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. ’ﬂl
Nations shall come to your light . | ‘
and kings to the brightness of your rising. \\, \',/
They shall bring gold and frankincense —
and proclaim the praise of the Lord. N
Incense, myrrh and gold, symbolic of the Magi’s gifts, are brought. /.{_.’{ /"‘ [\

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:

you receive our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. |
May our prayers be set forth in your sight as incense, w
and the lifting up of our hands be our morning sacrifice. |
Blessed be God for ever.

Please join in:

HYMN 52

The procession moves to the sanctuary. The altar figures are censed, and symbolic gold and myrrh
are placed before the image of the child Jesus. The Collect of The Epiphany is said:

O God, who by the leading of a star

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:

mercifully grant that we who know you now by faith

may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please sit for the first reading.

FIRST READING: The coming of the Magi: Matthew 2.1-12.

At the end: This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
A short reflection is followed by a time of silence.



The Christ is Revealed in the Waters of Baptism

Out of the silence comes the voice of the cantor

“The Lamb of God is manifest again in Jordan’s water blest,

and he who sin had never known, by washing hath our sins undone. “
The second procession assembles:

| will take you from among the nations:
and gather you from all the countries.
| will sprinkle clean water upon you:
and purify you from all defilement.

A new heart | will give you:

and put a new spirit within you.

Water is brought:

Blessed are you, Lord our God,

King of the universe:

you bring waters out of the stony rock.
For with you is the well of life,

and in your light shall we see light.
Blessed be God for ever.

All turn to face the font or move to gather round it as we sing:

HYMN 58 wv 1,2,3.

The water is poured into the font.

We praise you, loving Father,

for the gift of your Son Jesus.

He was baptized in the River Jordan,

where your Spirit came upon him

and revealed him as the Son you love.

He sent his followers to baptize all who turn to him.
Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water,
that those baptized in it

may be cleansed in the water of life,

and, filled with your Spirit,

may know that they are loved as your children,
safe in Christ for ever.

Alleluia. Amen.

From all our sins, O Lord: B9 &l o 0ol plas |
Wash us, and we shall be clean. 393 eadlgs S o da 9 013,8 03SL |y Lo

HYMN 58 vv 5 and 6




By baptism we turn to Christ, repent of our sins, and renounce evil.
And so | ask: do you renew your allegiance to Christ?
I do and, with God’s grace, | will follow him as my Saviour and Lord.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in public worship and private prayer?
With the help of God, | will. 293 @BlgS micmial (e ¢ Wiglas SLS'L

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, | will. 392 EBlgS (il e ¢« Wights SWS'L .

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
With the help of God, | will. 392 EBIgS cmiamial (e ¢ Wights SeS'L

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, | will. 392 EBIgS cmicmial (e ¢ Wights SeS'L

Will you recognise Christ’s authority over human society,

by prayer for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak,

and by seeking peace and justice?

With the help of God, | will. 393 g3 il (e ¢ Wighis SeSL

May God the Creator, the rock of our salvation, who has given us new birth by water and
the Holy Spirit and forgiven all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,

keep us faithful to our calling, now and for ever.

Amen.

Everyone is sprinkled with water as a reminder of baptism.

One container of water is placed before the crib and another on the altar.
All return to their seats and sit for the next reading.

SECOND READING: The Baptism of the Lord. Matthew 3.13-end

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptised by him.
John would have prevented him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?”’
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all
righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”
At the end: This is the word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

A short reflection is followed by a time of silence.



The New Creation is Revealed in the Water made Wine

Out of the silence comes the voice of the cantor
“Now he that ruleth everything can change the nature of the spring,
and gives at Cana this for sign - the water reddens into wine.

The third procession assembles. Please stand.

Christ, though he was rich, for our sake became poor:
that through his poverty we might be rich.

If anyone is in Christ there is a new creation:

the old order has passed away; behold, the new is come.

See, | am making all things new.

| am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
A flagon of wine is brought.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:

for the marriage of the Lamb is come.

Make your Church ready, and clothe her with the righteous deeds of the saints,

to join the praises of your new creation.

Blessed be God for ever.

The wine is carried in procession as the Gospel Acclamation is sung.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia:

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord.

Remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

GOSPEL READING: The Wedding at Cana in Galilee John 2.1-11

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The wine is placed on the altar.

Please sit for a short reflection, followed by a time of silence.
Then all stand with the President.

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:

renew your people with your heavenly grace,

and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name:

that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Please remain standing for the prayer of the faithful:

From the rising of the sun to its setting, let us pray to the Lord.

That the people of God in all the world may worship in spirit and in truth,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the Church may discover again that unity which is your gift,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the nations of the earth may seek after the ways that make for peace,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the whole creation, groaning in travail, may be set free
to enjoy the glorious liberty of the children of God, and that all who are ill
may find healing and strength.......... let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That all who with Christ have entered the shadow of death may rest in peace
and rise in glory......ccceceeeeerennne. let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal, have mercy upon us.

The president introduces the Peace:

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

All exchange a sign of peace and then return to sit in their places.

The choir sings Three Kings from Persian Lands afar, as the altar is prepared,
using the water and wine already brought there.

A member of the congregation brings up the bowl! carrying the bread

and all are invited to follow,

bringing the small hearts given out as we came into church,

and to place them in and before the crib,

then return to their seats.

“Thou human child, lo, to Bethlehem the Kings are travelling, travel with them!
The star of mercy, the star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place.
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; offer thy heart to the infant King.

Offer thy heart”

The president says a prayer over the gifts to which we all respond:
Blessed be God for ever.




Please stand. THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER follows.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

The president continues the prayer, thanking God for his saving works, and then invites the people
to join their praises with the whole company of heaven:

..... and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The president asks the Father to send the Holy Spirit to sanctify the bread and wine, and then
repeats the Lord's own words over the bread and cup. ........

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.

The president continues, joining our offering with Christ's sacrifice of himself.

At the end of the prayer the president says:

....we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The President introduces the Lord’s Prayer and all say together:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not let us enter into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
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We SIT or KNEEL as the president breaks the consecrated bread in pieces for all to share:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

The president addresses those who wish to come to Holy Communion:

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people:

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Those who wish draw near to the altar. Those who are baptized, are invited to receive Holy Communion.
Others are asked to fold their arms for a blessing. During communion please join in Hymn 49.

When all have received Holy Communion there is a time of stillness and quiet.

Then please stand with the President.

Let us pray.

After a moment of silent prayer:

God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life.
Fill us with your Holy Spirit, that through us

the light of your glory may shine in all the world.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN 47

Please sit for the announcements and then stand for the final blessing.

Christ received gifts from the wise men who followed his star.

May God lead you in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. Amen.

Christ was baptized in the River Jordan and the Holy Spirit came upon him.

May God pour out his gifts upon you who have come to the water of new birth. Amen.
Christ turned the water into wine at the Wedding Feast in Cana of Galilee.

May God transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, B the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you, today and always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
This week:

Monday 12t 1930 Eucharist

Wednesday 14t 1930 Poetry Group at 2 Birch Grove
“Nonsense”!

Thursday 15t 1930 Eucharist

Saturday 17t 1000 Foodbank

Sunday 18" 1000 Sung Eucharist for the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity

Rector: The Revd Richard Young
DM richardyoung09@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd Jane Walker
Church Office: 0161 224 0535
Website: www.holyinnocentsff.org




