Holy Innocents
Fallowfield

Friday October 4", 2024
St Francis of Assisi

Confirmation
Today we welcome the Bishop of Middleton,
the Right Revd Mark Davies
to confirm members of our community
into full membership of the church.



Please be as still and quiet as possible before the service starts, holding the candidates in prayer. When
the bell rings, please stand to sing:
All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam:

O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

Dear mother earth, who day by day unfolds her blessings on our way,

sing, creation - alleluia!

The flowers and fruits that earth can grow, let them his glory also show:
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

All you of kind and tender heart, forgiving others, take your part,

raise your voices, alleluia!

You who long pain and sorrow bear, praise God, and on him cast your care:
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

Let even kind and gentle death - waiting to hush our final breath - sing his praises, alleluia!
Lead then each humble child of God, the way that Christ the Lord has trod:
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

Let all things their creator bless, and worship him in humbleness; O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One:
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, allelluia! St Francis of Assisi

The Bishop introduces the celebration:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

God knows the inmost thoughts of our hearts. In a spirit of penitence,
and in search of his healing let us bring before him our failure to live up to his love.

A time of silent prayer follows, then:

Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call;

our love for you is like the mist, disappearing in the heat of the sun.

In your mercy forgive our sins, bind up our wounds,

and bring us back to the foot of the cross, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Kyries are sung by the choir:
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison.

The Bishop says the Absolution:
May God forgive us our sins, heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT The prayer for the feast day of St Francis of Assisi

Let us pray.
After a moment of silent prayer the Bishop says the Collect.
At the end: Amen.

Please sit down for the Ministry of the Word.



READING: Job 38.1, 12-21; 40.3-5

Then the Lord answered Job out of the
whirlwind: ‘Have you commanded the morning
since your days began, and caused the dawn to
know its place, so that it might take hold of the
skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken
out of it? It is changed like clay under the seal,
and it is dyed like a garment. Light is withheld
from the wicked, and their uplifted arm is
broken. ‘Have you gone into the springs of the
sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep?
Have the gates of death been shown to you, or
have you seen the gates of deep darkness? Have
you grasped the expanse of the earth? Say, if
you know all this. “Where is the way to the
dwelling of light, and where is the place of
darkness, that you may take it to its land and
that you may discern the paths to its home?
Surely you know, for you were born then, and
the number of your days is great!

Then Job answered the Lord:

‘1 am of small account; what shall | answer you?
I lay my hand on my mouth.

| have spoken once, and | will not answer;
twice, but will proceed no further.’

At the end: This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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A setting of verses from Psalm 139, by Bernardette Farrell is led by the choir. Please remain seated.

O God, you search me and you know me,
all my thoughts lie open to your gaze.

When | walk or lie down, you go before me: ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising, you discern my purpose from afar:
and with love everlasting you besiege me: in ev'ry moment of life or death, you are.

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord - you have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding: God of my present, my past and future too.

For you created me and shaped me, gave me life within my mother’s womb.
For the wonder of who | am, | praise you: safe in your hands, all creation is made new.

Please stand for the Gospel Alleluia:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

God enlighten the shadows of our hearts and grant us faith, hope and perfect charity,
sense and understanding, so that we may live in obedience and holiness to your Word.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



GOSPEL READING Matthew 11.25-end

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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At the end: This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit for the sermon. After the sermon there will be a time of silent prayer.

Then please stand with the Bishop. Those who are now to be confirmed move to stand around the
sanctuary step and are presented to the Bishop who addresses them:

Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?
I have.

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart

to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?

lam.

The bishop addresses the whole congregation:

People of God, will you welcome these candidates for confirmation
and uphold them in their life in Christ?

With the help of God, we will.

A voice from the congregation leads the responses:
Our help is in the name of the Lord: who has made heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord: now and for ever. Amen.

The bishop anoints each candidate with the oil of chrism and then leads the congregation in prayer:
Almighty and ever-living God,

you have given these your servants new birth in baptism by water and the Spirit,

and have forgiven them all their sins. Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness; and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.




Please sit, as the candidates return to their places, before coming out to kneel before the bishop.

The bishop addresses each candidate by name
...... God has called you by name and made you his own.
The bishop then lays a hand on the head of each one saying:
Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.

After all the candidates have been confirmed, the bishop invites the congregation to pray for all those
on whom hands have been laid:

Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly grace,
that they may continue yours for ever,

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more,

until they come to your everlasting kingdom.

Amen.

Short prayers of intercession follow. After each section the response is sung:
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us.
At the end: Amen

The president introduces THE PEACE:

We are the Body of Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

All exchange a sign of peace and then join in:

We hail thy Presence glorious, O Christ our great high Priest,
O'er sin and death victorious, at thy thanksgiving feast:

As thou art interceding for us in heaven above,

Thy Church on earth is pleading thy perfect work of love.

Through thee in every nation thine own their hearts upraise,
Offering one pure oblation, one sacrifice of praise:

With thee in blest communion the living and the dead

Are joined in closest union, one Body with one Head.

O living Bread from heaven, Jesu, our Saviour good,
Who thine own self hast given to be our souls' true food;
For us thy body broken hung on the Cross of shame:
This Bread its hallowed token we break in thy dear name.

O stream of love unending, poured from the one true Vine,
With our weak nature blending the strength of life divine;
Our thankful faith confessing in thy life-blood outpoured,
We drink this cup of blessing and praise thy name, O Lord.

May we thy word believing, thee through thy gifts receive,

That, thou within us living, we all to God may live;

Draw us from earth to heaven till sin and sorrow cease,

Forgiving and forgiven, in love and joy and peace. +Richard G Parsons 1882-1948




The bread and wine are brought to the altar.
The president says a prayer over the gifts to which we all respond:
Blessed be God for ever.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER follows.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

THE PRESIDENT continues the prayer, thanking God for his saving works, and then invites the people to
join their praises with the whole company of heaven:

............ for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus dominus Deus Sabaoth, pleni sunt coeli et terra, hosanna in
excelsis. Benedictus qui venit in nomine Patris. Hosanna in excelsis.

THE PRESIDENT asks the Father to send the Holy Spirit to sanctify the bread and wine, and then repeats
the Lord's own words over the bread and cup.

...... Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ:

Dying you destroyed our death; rising you restored our life, Lord Jesus come in glory.

The president continues, joining our offering with Christ's sacrifice of himself. At the end of the prayer
the president says:
..... all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever: Amen.

The president introduces the Lord’s Prayer and all say together:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Please SIT or KNEEL as the president breaks the consecrated bread in pieces for all to share:
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi miserere nobis, dona nobis pacem.

The president addresses those who wish to come to Holy Communion:

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world;

blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and | shall be healed.

Those who wish to receive the Sacrament or a blessing approach the altar. When all have received holy
communion what remains of the consecrated bread will be placed in the tabernacle and there will be a
time of stillness and quiet. Then all please STAND with the Bishop.



Let us pray. After a moment of silent prayer:

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy;
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall,
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,

and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please join in:

Teach me, my God and King, in all things Thee to see,

and what | do in anything, to do it as for Thee.

To scorn the senses’ sway, while still to Thee | tend;
in all I do be Thou the way, in all be Thou the end.

All may of Thee partake; nothing so small can be,
but draws, when acted for Thy sake, greatness and worth from Thee.

If done to keep Thy laws, the poorest labours shine;
hallowed is toil, if this the cause, the meanest work divine. George Herbert

Please remain standing for the final promises, blessing and dismissal.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in your life of prayer and worship?
With the help of God, I will.
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Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.
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Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.
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Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.
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Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the world
and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.
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May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded in love
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son +
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.



We turn to Christ alone, the Son of God divine,
to bow the knee before his throne, to bear his Name and sign;
to bear his Name and sign and walk the narrow way,
to make his love and glory known, his word and will obey.

We turn from self and sin in penitence and shame;
we trust, to make us clean within, the power of Jesus’ Name;
the power of Jesus’ Name, whose cross is strong to save,
who gave his life our life to win from sin and death and grave.

We turn from every wrong, from every evil way,
who in the Spirit’s strength are strong, as children of the day -
as children of the day from dark to light we turn,
disciples who to Christ belong, his way of life to learn.

We turn to Christ as Lord who died and rose again,
as those whose hearts receive his word, as subjects of his reign -
as subjects of his reign, who calls his servants friends,
our King of love to life restored, whose kingdom never ends.

+Timothy Dudley Smith, 1926-2024

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
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Our thanks to Nima Eghlimi and the Revd Canon Omid Moludy for their
help with preparing and supporting this confirmation service.

Our prayers and blessings on all our newly-confirmed members.



