HOLY INNOCENTS
FALLOWFIELD

Today, as we give thanks for the witness of
St Peter the Apostle, and pray for the whole
church of God throughout the world, we
recall that Jesus said to his apostles,
‘You are my friends if you obey my
commands.’
A time of silent prayer follows, then:
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Welcome to Holy Innocents.
This leaflet contains all you need to join in the
service. Words in bold print are spoken or sung
by all. Hymns are not announced. For visitors,
Gift Aid envelopes are available. Please be as still
and quiet as possible before the service as we
prepare to celebrate the Eucharist. When the bell
rings, please stand as we hear:
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten
with celestial fire. Thou the anointing Spirit art,
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.
Thy blessed unction from above is comfort, life,
and fire of love. Enable with perpetual light
the dullness of our blinded sight.
Anoint and cheer our soiled face with the
abundance of thy grace. Keep far from foes, give
peace at home: where thou art guide, no ill
can come.
Teach us to know the Father, Son, and thee, of
both, to be but One, that through the ages all
along, this may be our endless song: Praise to
thy eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The president and preacher today is the Revd
Richard Young.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be
your friends: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go
out and bear fruit: Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be
your faithful witnesses: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May God forgive us our sins, heal and
strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to
new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the
sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT The prayer for this Sunday
Let us pray.

After a moment of silent prayer the president
says the Collect. At the end: Amen.
Please sit down for the Ministry of the Word.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 3.22-end
At the end:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 125 is sung by the choir
Zion’s hill shall always stand fast,
as will those who trust in the Lord
Surrounded by hills she is safe, as are they,
held in the circle of his love for all time;
Do good, O dear Lord,
to those who are good,
to those who are true, are true of heart.
Here, where no temptation or evil can rule,
let God’s peace ever reign over Israel.

SECOND READING Acts 12: 1-11
About that time King Herod laid violent hands
upon some who belonged to the church. He
had James, the brother of John, killed with the
sword. After he saw that it pleased the people,
he proceeded to arrest Peter also, put him in
prison and handed him over to four squads of
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him
out to the people after the Passover. While
Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed
fervently to God for him. The night before
Herod was going to bring him out, Peter,
bound with chains, was sleeping between two
soldiers, while guards in front of the door kept
watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of
the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the
cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke
him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains
fell off his wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten
your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so.
Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around
you and follow me.’ Peter went out and
followed him; he did not realize that what was
happening was real; he thought he was seeing
a vision. After they had passed the first and the
second guard, they came before the iron gate
leading into the city. It opened for them of its
own accord, and they went outside and walked
along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him.
Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I
am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and
rescued me from the hands of Herod and from
all that the people were expecting.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.
I do not call you servants but friends,
because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father…

GOSPEL READING Matthew 16.13-19
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit down for the sermon. After the sermon
there will be a time of silence. Then we stand
with the president for the Creed.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Please remain standing for the Prayer of the
Faithful. After each section:

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

After the final section (for the departed) there
will be a time of silent prayer. At the end:

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
The president introduces THE PEACE:

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of
the household of God, through Christ our
Lord, who came and preached peace to
those who were far off and those who were
near. The peace of the Lord be always with
you.
And also with you.

We exchange a sign of peace as we hear:

Alleluia, sing to Jesus!
His the sceptre, his the throne;
alleluia, his the triumph,
his the victory alone:
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus out of every nation
hath redeemed us by his blood.

Alleluia, not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
alleluia, he is near us,
faith believes, nor questions how:
though the cloud from sight received him,
when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his promise,
'I am with you evermore'?
Alleluia, bread of angels,
thou on earth our food, our stay;
alleluia, here the sinful
flee to thee from day to day:
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.
Alleluia, King eternal,
thee the Lord of lords we own;
alleluia, born of Mary,
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
thou within the veil hast entered,
robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
thou on earth both Priest and Victim
in the Eucharistic feast.
The offerings of the people are collected and the
bread and wine are brought to the altar.
The president says a prayer over the gifts to
which we all respond:

Blessed be God for ever.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER follows.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

THE PRESIDENT continues the prayer, thanking
God for his saving works, and then invites the
people to join their praises with the whole
company of heaven:

............for ever praising you and singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
THE PRESIDENT asks the Father to send the Holy
Spirit to sanctify the bread and wine, and then
repeats the Lord's own words over the bread and
cup.........Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died: Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

THE PRESIDENT CONTINUES, joining our offering
with Christ's sacrifice of himself. At the end of
the prayer the president says:

.....all honour and glory be yours, almighty
Father, for ever and ever: Amen.

The President introduces the Lord’s Prayer and all
say together:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
We SIT or KNEEL as the president breaks the
consecrated bread in pieces for all to share:

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world, grant us peace.

The president addresses those who wish to come
to Holy Communion:

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world; blessed are those
who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word and I shall be healed.
Those who wish draw near to the altar. Those
who are baptized, whether or not yet confirmed,
are invited to receive Holy Communion. Others
are asked to fold their arms for a blessing. During
communion we hear The eternal gifts of Christ
the King, and And can it be. When all have
received Holy Communion what remains of the
consecrated bread will be placed in the
tabernacle as we hear.

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does his successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on his name.
Blessings abound where'er he reigns;
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
The weary find eternal rest,
And all who live in want are blest.
Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honours to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the long Amen.
After a time of silence, please stand with the
president.

Let us pray.

After a moment of silent prayer.

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the
course of this world may be so peaceably
ordered by your governance,
that your Church may joyfully serve you
in all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PLEASE SIT for the announcements then STAND
for the blessing and dismissal.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son + and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ:
Thanks be to God.
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The eternal gifts of Christ the King,
The Apostles’ glorious deeds, we sing;
And while due hymns of praise we pay,
Our thankful hearts cast grief away.
’Twas thus the yearning faith of saints,
The unconquered hope that never faints,
The love of Christ that knows not shame,
The prince of this world overcame.
In these the Father’s glory shone;
In these the will of God the Son;
In these exults the Holy Ghost;
Through these rejoice the heavenly host.
Redeemer, hear us of thy love,
That, with this glorious band above,
Hereafter, of thine endless grace,
Thy servants also may have place. Amen.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray—
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

