Readings for Second Sunday before Advent 2023

Collect

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed

to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children
of God and heirs of eternal life:

grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as
he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great
glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Be silent before the Lord GOD!

For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a
sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time | will
search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their
hearts, "The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm."
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from
them. The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening
fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior
cries aloud there.

That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements. | will bring such distress upon people that they
shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against
the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their
flesh like dung.

Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on
the day of the Lord's wrath; in the fire of his passion the
whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he
will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
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Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God. You turn us back to dust, and say,
"Turn back, you mortals." For a thousand years in your sight
are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.
You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that
is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes and is
renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. For we are
consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are
overwhelmed. You have set our iniquities before you, our
secret sins in the light of your countenance. For all our days
pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a
sigh. The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty,
if we are strong; even then their span is only toil and trouble;
they are soon gone, and we fly away. Who considers the
power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that
is due you. So teach us to count our days that we may gain a
wise heart.

1y Wy assl ) Ja _Lg\aa},\uflih\_'\gw)ﬂcﬁj\d';&\
el )5 sleas siasosl asam 1) e S 5 il

G Rin 5 1 R S ) ol Cad e
Se s 5ok e dle e Ml dias S glsla
Db o 1) Ghadl § Gl el So g ashic )
Aile 5l Casi i o ) BN e 5 Sn 2 ule
Joaf})m:.;g}niu@}m})w@‘aéu‘ﬂughs
(AMAJ(‘;.IJJGALSJ}JLIM}JLA)JM)J\ A e SEA
).3\).3).3\)LAULALJS_;_\“\M;L»)\)SG,}}UL&,}#\)LA}J
i Oley 512 ) Lo slad a5 8EIR 5 a ladia
LolisS e Gl Ul )Rag 4 e e anily 4S o ol Lo 4y
A€ (R saiad j3,

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you.

For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. When they say, "There is
peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon
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them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the
night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others
do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep,
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope
of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died
for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live
with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up
each other, as indeed you are doing.
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Matthew 25:14-30

"For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away.

The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. But the one who had received the one talent went
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have
made five more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a
few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.' And the one with the two talents also
came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, | have made two more talents.' His master said
to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.'

Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, 'Master, | knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'

But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew,
did you that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where |
did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and on my return | would have received
what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him,
and give it to the one with the ten talents.

For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."'

(5330 12 S S 3 Gl (Gl b () e 1) Qland 2 5SL"
Ol 4y 5l 521 058 ol KA Ly Cudly jhua e
el e at aihin ) o ol b 2 Bl slagle s
30 a9 4 Sl pdaS iy gl 4y ala U g5 eo il
i ale e Ok 4 S oasm 4 s b e
}%}d@&j)d@dﬁﬁéﬁm;@@éé}\
A S M i i aS 0SS gk a5 g b
S, D et Gl a4 248 a8 w9y 2d Al
st (S0 4S (e gas (5" L2 g 3 50 ()M 4 53
_Jﬁ&&@ﬁj\)ﬂﬁ}ﬁ\)%)&hﬁb%

O Beas 5 il 5 i 3l o Y sk (e 1 "
S i A a3 5A 1 il edsdaal gl 1) 258
il gl an il ) a1 b gad Sla pa€ 03 ca g atd KU
éjgedjﬁ)&u).les&lyw\)dédh[&)ﬂ‘Q:a)é‘

35 S8 e gald 0 sl o aal A iy 5 A

93 Lad i€ g aal gla 2 g ath K4S a8 () a®
Aol dsman Kon ed€ 53 €203 53 0213 Dla s

ot il 5 s ) Rderd g 1cp il i )4y (R
b dlie Yla cgala gL | 2 & il oS alia cpl 3 9
55 S on 53 3 5Ly hase S5

AS il e (o U1 gl gl 4 S L s AT I
P AS L) ) i 48 vt 5,808 0 e a8 Lad
):\)\)uu}:eu)ﬁ)\ ‘UA:\..J:\)\JJ}AAMJM\.\;}‘&&O‘
e Jsgad Ol amle iy 355 oy ) Talsa W ad S iddie K
(o 48 uilign 5580 Todsgr s i pal () 2ol e bl
SIS (3 (53 AS isa) ) s 4S w8380 i
Q\é\)mdjjdﬁ\\i\)é)g\)?uﬁ ‘ej\dd}m)w\
133 o) O 128 Al $a 80 1y il e 1 IS
A0 Sa panS 00 4S dad add ol A 5 0,50

P Ol sl s cm S sk ol aSanilail i aS S o
OF e aladl G jo 1) GEIS A8 S (g 058 e 02ld yidiy
O Vs ol aal A Gl aBh Sa S aa s ja

P 338 oA S g 348l K
NPT JERCETEI I PRI I
J)Lﬁ,\

Post Communion

Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament

you give substance to our hope:

bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we
long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen
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