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The Easter Liturgy 2024 
THE NIGHT OF THE PASSOVER, when Christ passed from death to the 
glory of the resurrection, is the most important moment in the 
entire liturgical year. We celebrate our own passing over from sin 
and death to newness of life in the risen Lord. Christ passed from 
darkness to light, and if we have kept Lent well, then this night 
will reveal to us in a special way what the splendour of God's life 
in us really means. 

From the earliest times, Christians devoted this night of the 
resurrection to watching and waiting. As faithful people we keep 
the lamps of our faith alight so that when Christ emerges from 
the tomb he will find us awake and ready to celebrate his victory. 
The resurrection of the Lord is the climax of history towards 
which God our Father has been directing us all from the beginning 
of time. 

The service is in four parts: 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT, during which the Easter candle is lit and 
carried in procession into the darkened church. The people follow 
and light their own candles for the Easter Proclamation. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD follows, and the history of God’s people in 
the Old Testament is proclaimed in a series of readings and 
psalms. This part of the service ends with ‘Glory to God in the 
highest’ and the Easter Gospel.  

THE LITURGY OF BAPTISM takes place at the font, where the water is 
blessed and new converts may enter sacramentally into the 
redeeming death and resurrection of Christ. The whole community 
then renews its commitment to Easter faith and Christian 
discipleship and service. 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST, opened by the Peace, is a joyful 
celebration of the mystery of our redemption and of our new life 
as members of the risen body of Christ. We are a people called to 
proclaim the wonders of our God in the risen Lord. Alleluia!  

BEFORE THE SERVICE everyone  
meets in silence at the back  
of the church.  
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THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

A FIRE IS LIT outside the church and everyone assembles round it. 
The president greets the people: 
X In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, 
in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life,  
the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world,  
to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord,  
in which through word and sacrament we share in his victory over death. 

Then the fire is blessed. 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night  
to shine with the brightness of your one true light:  
set us aflame with the fire of your love,  
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

After the blessing of the new fire, the Easter candle is blessed. 
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha, and Omega; 
all time belongs to him, and all the ages; 
to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever.  Amen. 

The president inserts five grains of incense in the candle in the form of a cross. 
By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard us and keep us. Amen. 

The president lights THE EASTER CANDLE from the new fire: 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

A MINISTER takes the Easter candle, lifts it high and the following dialogue is sung:  
The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

EVERYONE ENTERS THE CHURCH, led by the candle. The response is sung again,  
and all reply. ALL LIGHT THEIR CANDLES from the Easter candle and the  
procession continues. WHEN THE PROCESSION REACHES THE LECTERN the response is sung 
a third time and all reply. The Easter candle is placed in its holder and all gather round  
the sanctuary. THE EASTER PROCLAMATION is sung by the choir. A cantor sings the refrain 
once at the beginning which is repeated by all before going into the verses.  
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Rejoice, O children of the earth and holy ones of heav’n above! 
Be glad this blessed night and join creation’s song! 
Rejoice and sing, O Mother Church! The Saviour’s glory shines on you.  
O let this holy place resound with joyful songs of praise! 
Let ev’ry tear be wiped away. Let ev’ry sorrow fade,  
for Jesus the Christ has risen from the grave.  Refrain 
 

For truly it is right and just that on this night we sing with joy  
to praise and thank the unseen God and Jesus Christ the Son. 
The power of this holy night dispels the darkness of our shame, 
for Christ has saved us with his blood and ransomed us from death.  
O happy fault of Adam’s sin! O blessed day of grace  
which gained for us a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  Refrain 
 

For this is the Passover feast of God when Christ the blessed Lamb is slain, 
whose holy blood has marked our homes and sheltered us from death. 
This holy night makes all things new, our hearts restored to holiness, 
washed clean of every stain of sin and bathed in heaven’s light. 
How wonderful your care for us! How boundless is your love! 
To ransom a slave you gave away your son.  Refrain 
 

Creator of the heav’nly lights, we sing to you with grateful hearts. 
Receive this off’ring of our praise, our evening song of joy.  
Accept from us this Easter flame that joins with all the stars of night  
to guide the journey of our feet and lead us with its light. 
For Jesus Christ, the Morning Star whose light will never fade,  
has shattered the night to bring his endless day!  Refrain 

AFTER THE PROCLAMATION PLEASE GO TO YOUR PLACE AND SIT DOWN. 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The president introduces the readings: 

Dear friends, as we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds 
in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness of time 
sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through this Easter celebration 
God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun. 

There are FOUR READINGS from the Old Testament. Each reading is followed by a response 
and a COLLECT. The response takes the form of a common refrain and a verse of the 
designated PSALMS.  
FIRST READING   Genesis 1:1, 26–31a 
At the end:  This is the word of the Lord. 
                    Thanks be to God. 

 
Let us pray:   
The president says the FIRST COLLECT.  At the end:   Amen. 

SECOND READING   Genesis 22:1–18 

At the end:   This is the word of the Lord. 
                     Thanks be to God. 

Verse:  You protect us, O God, with the might of your love. 
You will ever defend us and keep us from harm.  Refrain 

Let us pray:         SECOND COLLECT At the end:  Amen.  
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THIRD READING   Exodus 14:10–31, 15:20–21 
At the end:  This is the word of the Lord. 
                      Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Verse:  Through the waters of death you delivered our way. 
In the land of your promise you brought us to stay.  Refrain 

Let us pray:   THIRD COLLECT     At the end:  Amen. 
FOURTH READING   Ezekiel 37:1–14 
At the end:   This is the word of the Lord. 
                     Thanks be to God. 

Refrain: On this most holy day that the Lord has made, 
let us ever rejoice and be glad! 

Verse: Let us think of your deeds and the work of your hands.  
Your immense love surrounds us, and in you we trust.  Refrain 

Let us pray:  FOURTH COLLECT     At the end: Amen. 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

AFTER THE FOURTH READING with its response and prayer, please stand with the president:  
The president makes the EASTER ACCLAMATION:   
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

The altar candles are lit, the church lights put on, then bells followed by an organ fanfare 
are sounded as an introduction to the Gloria. All extinguish their candles.  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
Let us pray.  
The president says THE COLLECT:   
At the end: Amen.  PLEASE SIT 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING   Romans 6: 3–11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer 
be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
At the end:    This is the word of the Lord. 
                      Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 114 

 

 
 
   When Israel came out of Egypt, //The house of Jacob from a people of  a strange    
   tongue, //Judah became his sanctuary, //Israel his dominion.   R/ 

 

The sea saw that, and fled; //Jordan was driven back. 
The mountains skipped like rams, the little hills  like young sheep.   R/ 
 
What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you were driven back?  
You mountains, that you skipped like rams, // You little hills like young sheep?   R/ 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of 
Jacob,// who turns the hard rock into a pool of water, 
the flint-stone into a springing well.   R/ 

Please stand for the gospel acclamation: The choir sings the Alleluia which is repeated by all. 
The choir sings the Gospel verse and the Alleluia is repeated at the end by everyone. 

Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia!   
Alleluia  Alleluia  Alleluia!   
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and | the living one;  
I was dead, and now behold I am alive for | evermore. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
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GOSPEL READING   John 20.1-18 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
At the end:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
                    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE LITURGY OF BAPTISM 

Please move to gather round the font, keeping hold of your lighted candle.  
The president stands before the water of baptism and says: 
Praise God who made heaven and earth: who keeps his promise for ever. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

We thank you, almighty God,  
for the gift of water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.  
Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.  
Through water you led the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt  
to freedom in the Promised Land.   
In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John  
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ,  
 to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.  
In it we are buried with Christ in his death.  By it we share in his resurrection.  
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  
Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it  
may be made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection,  
to be cleansed and delivered from all sin. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon them, bring them to new birth in the household of faith 
and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life; for all might, majesty, authority 
and power are yours, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead,  
we remember that through the paschal mystery we have died and been buried 
with him in baptism, so that we may rise with him to a new life within his holy 
catholic Church.  So now I ask you all to make the profession of Christian faith  
into which you were baptised, and in which you live and grow. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The president sprinkles the people with water from the font.   

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

The president introduces the Peace:  
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  
‘Peace be with you.’ Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.  
 Alleluia. Alleluia.  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  Alleluia. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
         Everyone makes an appropriate gesture of peace.   
        The bread and wine are brought to the altar. Please join in:  
O praise our great and gracious Lord, and call upon his name; 
to strains of joy tune every chord, his mighty acts proclaim; 
tell how he led his chosen race to Canaan’s promised land; 
tell how his covenant of grace unchanged shall ever stand. 
 

He gave the shadowing cloud by day, the moving fire by night; 
to guide his Israel on their way, he made their darkness light; 
and have we not a sure retreat, a Saviour ever nigh, 
the same clear light to guide our feet, the day-spring from on high? 
 

We too, have manna from above, the bread that comes from heaven; 
to us the same kind hand of love hath living waters given; 
a rock we have, from whence the spring in rich abundance flows; 
that rock is Christ, our Priest, our King, who life and health bestows. 
 

O may we praise this blessèd food, and trust our heavenly Guide; 
so shall we find death's fearful flood serene as Jordan's tide, 
and safely reach that happy shore, and land of peace and rest, 
where angels worship and adore in God’s own presence blest. 
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The president says a prayer over the gifts to which we all respond: 
Blessed be God for ever. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER now follows. 
The Lord be with you:  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts:       
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE PRESIDENT continues the prayer, thanking God for his saving works and then invites the 
people to join their praises with the whole company of heaven:  
…….we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

The president asks the Father to send the Holy Spirit to sanctify the bread and wine, and 
then repeats the Lord's own words over the bread and cup. 
Great is the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

The president continues, joining our offering with Christ's sacrifice of himself.  
At the end of the prayer the president says: 
        …all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

THE PRESIDENT INTRODUCES THE LORD'S PRAYER and all say together: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Given us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever.   
Amen.  
 

We sit or kneel as the president breaks the consecrated bread in pieces for all to share: 
Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
Now we are raised to new life. We were buried in your tomb. 
Now we share in your resurrection. Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
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The president addresses those who wish to come to Holy Communion: 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Alleluia! Let us keep the feast. 
 

Those who wish to receive Holy Communion or a blessing approach the altar.  When 
everyone who wishes to has received Holy Communion there will be a time of quiet.         
Then please stand with the president:  
Let us pray.   
Silent prayer, then:  
God of life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him  
in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Please join in:  
Love's redeeming work is done; fought the fight the battle won; 
Lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! Lo he sets in blood no more! 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
Death in vain forbids him rise; Christ has conquered paradise. 

Lives again our glorious king; where O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; where thy victory, O grave? 

Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exulted head, 
Made like him, like him we rise; ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Praise to thee by both be given: 
Thee we greet triumphant now; hail the Resurrection, thou! 
Please remain standing for the blessing and dismissal:  
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,  
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. Amen. 
 

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,  
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,  
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son X and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

With the risen life of Christ within you, go in the peace of Christ. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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