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Sunday, November 29" 2020
The First Sunday of Advent

Welcome to Holy Innocents. gt sl

This leaflet contains all you need to join in the service. Words in bold print are spoken or sung by all.
Hymns are not announced. When the bell rings, please join in:

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, the Saviour promised long;
let every heart prepare a throne, and every voice a song.

He comes, the prisoners to release, in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield.

He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, thy welcome shall proclaim,
and Heaven’s eternal arches ring with thy beloved Name

The preacher and president today is the Revd Richard Young.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
May the Lord be with us all as we meet to worship him in spirit and in truth.

The prayer to mark the lighting of the first Advent Candle is led by the choir.

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: to you be praise and glory for ever.
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith

and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.

May we be obedient to your call and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,

a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore, in the light of Christ, let us confess our sins.

A time of silent prayer follows, then:

Heavenly Father,

you have created a universe of light: forgive us when we return to darkness.
you are the light of the world: cleanse and heal us from our sins,

give us light in our hearts and renew us in faith and love. Amen.

The Kyries are sung by the choir. Then the president says the absolution:
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring you his pardon and
peace, now and for ever. Amen.




THE COLLECT: the prayer for this Sunday

Let us pray. After a moment of silent prayer, the president says the Collect
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that on the last day, when he shall come again

in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever. Amen.

Please sit down for the Ministry of the Word.

| FIRST READING Isaiah 64:1-9
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When you did awesome deeds that we did not
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked
at your presence. From ages past no one has
heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any
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hidden your face from us and have delivered us
into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you
are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not
be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not
remember iniquity forever.

Now consider, we are all your people.

At the end: For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.



PSALM 80.1-8 |
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (read in a slightly adapted version) |
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have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind-- just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you-- so that you are not lacking in
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may
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For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation.



Alleluia! Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life.
Alleluia! Open our hearts to your word.

Alleluia! Your words, O Lord, are spirit and life. Alleluia! Open our hearts to your word.
Prepare a way for the Lord, make God'’s pathway straight,
and all the earth shall see the saving love of God. Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING Mark 13:24-37

May the Lord be with us all as we hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.
"But in those days, after that suffering, the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light, and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in
clouds' with great power and glory.
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven. "From the fig tree
learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that
summer is near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that he is near, at
the very gates. Truly | tell you, this generation
will not pass away until all these things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away. "But about that
day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when
the time will come.
It is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to
be on the watch.
Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know
when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he
comes suddenly.

And what | say to you | say to all: Keep awake."
At the end:

For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you, O Christ.
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The sermon follows. After the sermon there will be a time of silence.

Then all please STAND with the president for the PROFESSION OF FAITH:



We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please remain standing for the Prayer of the Faithful. After each section:
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

After the final section (for the departed) there will be a time of silent prayer. At the end:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The president introduces THE PEACE:
God will speak peace to his people, to those who turn to him in their hearts;
May the peace of the Lord be with us all.

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluya! God appears, on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him robed in dreadful majesty;
Those who set at nought and sold him, pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory: claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly! Alleluya! Come, Lord, come!

The altar is prepared and the president says a prayer over the gifts to which we all respond:
Blessed be God for ever.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER follows.

Join with me as | go before the altar of God, the God of our salvation,

to the God who lifts up my life.

May all our hearts be lifted to the Lord in thanks and praise, for this is right and just.

THE PRESIDENT continues the prayer, thanking God for his saving works, and then invites the people to
join their praises with the whole company of heaven:

............ for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



THE PRESIDENT asks the Father to send the Holy Spirit to sanctify the bread and wine, and then repeats
the Lord's own words over the bread and cup.........

Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.

THE PRESIDENT CONTINUES, joining our offering with Christ's sacrifice of himself. At the end of the
prayer the president says:
..... all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever: Amen.

The President introduces the Lord’s Prayer and all say together:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil;

for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The president breaks the consecrated bread in pieces for all to share:
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

The president addresses those who would wish to come to Holy Communion:

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world;

blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.

The president receives communion for and on behalf of the people.
Consecrated bread remains in the tabernacle. The choir sings the Taizé chant “Wait for the Lord.”
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In perfect holiness and truth, in your living power over all evil and threat,
Through the power of the Holy Spirit and to the glory of God the Father.
Blessed and praised be Jesus Christ in the heights of heaven
and in this most holy sacrament. Amen.
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Please join in:
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today: love, the guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today: love, the rose, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth, Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: love, the Lord, is on the way.

Let us pray.

After a moment of silent prayer.
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Short announcements follow, then the blessing and dismissal.

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God
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Music: Advent (Knight)

[ MONDAY 30 St Andrew |
0930 Silent Prayer

|THURSDAY 3™ December St Francis Xavier |
1930 Eucharist

| NEXT SUNDAY 6 Advent2 |

1000 Sung Eucharist in Church!



